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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652 NA 
TAGS: PDIP, PN, GT 

SUB J : SIGNING CEREMONY FOR PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

REF: A) STATE 200243, B) GUATEMALA 5322 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA ORANTES PHONES NOON 
GUATEMALA TIME TO SAY THAT PRESIDENT LAUGERUD WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO BE PRESENT AT SIGNING CEREMONY FOR 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY IF TIMING COULD BE WORKED OUT. 

UNFORTUNATELY HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND DURING 
ANTICIPATED DATES REFTEL A OF SEPTEMBER 6-9. BECAUSE OF 
THREE-FOUR DAY STATE VISIT OF KING OF SPAIN STARTING 
SEPTEMBER 10, AND PREPARATIONS FOR IT, LAUGERUD WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO LEAVE FOR US UNTIL AFTER SEPTEMBER 15. 

LAUGERUD WOULD IN ADDITION HAVE TO OBTAIN PERMISSION 
FROM CONGRESS TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY, BUT FONMIN DID NOT 
ANTICIPATE ANY PROBLEM IN THIS CONNECTION. 
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